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GLOSSARY OF TERMS

When referring to attribute data, an attribute is a characteristic of a map-
feature, like land use of an area or slope of a road. An attribute can be

defined as "having been created or originated by”, or regarded as “a
characteristic of". Attributes of a feature could be related to its quality.

The sensitivity of a resource, or combination of resources, will determine the
extent to which it will be able to support sustainable development. High
resource sensitivity presents low potential and place restrictions or limits
(constraints) on development because the risk of damage or harm to
sustainable development is high; there may be consequences if the resource
is damaged. A specific activity or man-made situation may also be a
constraint if it contains attributes that constitute a risk to sustainable
development (e.g. it pollutes the environment or causes damage to important
resources). Constraints are unfavourable situations that should be eliminated
with proactive management.

Strategic development conflicts occur where more than one environmental
opportunity requires the allocation of the same resources.

Section 1 (xi) of the National Environmental Management Act (1998) defines
the environment as an ecological and cultural concept that creates conditions
that influence human health and well-being.

Environmental sensitivity is a measure of how easy it is to inflict damage on a
particular area or produce serious consequences from actions on a limited
scale. The inherent sensitivity (potential) of a resource is its ability to sustain
the ecological goods and services it provides and/or whether the resource has
the ability to absorb more change/impact. It is used when determining
opportunities and constraints (low sensitivity/high development potential or
high sensitivity/low development potential)

A feature is defined as a distinctive and characteristic part of something else.
In the EMF data is translated into categories (e.g. hydrology) which can
consist of a number of data features (e.g. a wetland, a river course, a flood
plain), sub-features or attributes. A feature could therefore refer to the finer,
individual environmental elements that comprise a data category.

A spatially demarcated area with unique characteristics (attribute data) that
distinguishes it from another area. These areas require specific management
intervention to ensure its future environmental integrity

The sensitivity of a resource, or combination of resources, will determine the
extent to which it will be able to support sustainable development. Low
resource sensitivity presents high potential and identifies situations that could
be beneficial for development because the risk of damage or harm to
sustainable development is low. A specific activity or man-made situation
may also be an opportunity if it presents attributes that could be used to the
benefit of sustainable development. Opportunities are favourable situations
that could be exploited by a proactive management approach.

Policies, plans or programmes are strategic actions. It can involve land use,
or development plans for an area, financial allocations, and management of a
particular sector (e.g. energy, agriculture) or clusters of related projects. All
strategic actions are composed of one or more objectives (could e.g. be
called an aim, vision, strategic policy etc) plus more detailed statements
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Systemic risks

Tiering

Trade-offs

(could e.g. be called actions, measures, implementation plans, policies etc)
about how the objectives will be implemented. A policy may be considered
as “the inspiration and guidance for action”, a plan as “a set of coordinated
and timed objectives for the implementation of the policy”, and a programme
as “a set of projects in a particular area”.

Risks imposed by interlinkages and interdependencies in a system where the
failure of a single entity or cluster of entities can cause a cascading failure
which could potentially bring down the entire system.

A tiering of strategic actions suggest decision-making from policy to plan to
programme and finally to project. There could also be tiering in assessments,
from higher-level (policy) SEAs that set a context for, and influence, lower-
level SEAs or project EIAs.

A trade-off usually refers to losing one quality or aspect of something in
return for gaining another quality or aspect. It implies a decision to be made
with full comprehension of both the upside and downside of a particular
choice. There are generally two types: compensation or substitution, and net
gain and loss calculations. (DEAT, 2007, p30)
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